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OECD work on ICT classfications:

Agreement in 1998 on ICT sector classification.

More difficultiesin establishing ICT commodity
classification.

Agreement in 2000 on broad principles:

— Products must be intended to fulfil function of
Information processing and communication by
electronic means, incl. transmission and display;

— Or, use electronic processing to detect, measure
and/or record physical phenomena, or to control a
physical process.
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Broad general structurewas agreed in 2000

Telecommunication equipment;
Consumer electronics,
Computers,

Office machinery;

Electronic components,

|nstruments and equipment for detecting,
measuring, checking and controlling physical
phenomena or processes.
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Why look at ICT product classification?
@ 10 provide aframework for the collection of

commodity statistics, e.g. To analyse individual
firms or trade data.

@ 10 help refine the activity-based classification of
the ICT sector.

@ T his paper uses the Harmonised System (HS), not
the CPC, as datais available for more countries.
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The classification

@ Mix of 4 and 6digit levels of the HS
classification: not all commodities meet the basic
principles for ICT manufactured goods.

® Iheclassificationisat arelatively high level of
aggregation to avoid problems with
confidentiality.

® Link can be made between the HS classification
and the CPC.

@ Problems noted in some areas, e.g. medical
equipment (scanners, etc.)
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